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“To bring up a child in the way he should go, travel that way
yourself once in a while.” ―Josh Billings
Children learn more from watching their parents than from
listening to them – more is caught than taught. As parents,
this puts great weight on how we conduct our lives. It
requires us to be intentional about how we live. It requires
us to self-reflect and evaluate if our lives match our words.
And it requires us to be intentional about identifying the
lessons we hope our kids will take from us.
Here then, as my two children get older, are the 35 Things I
Hope They Will Say About Their Dad. They represent the 35 most
important lessons I hope they will learn from my life.

1. “He loved us.” I could see it in his words, his face, and
his actions.
2. “He loved our mom.” And was always faithful to her.
3. “He was honest.” Both to us and to others. I never remember
him telling a lie.
4. “He was spiritual.” He valued things bigger than this world
and kept his eyes open for them.
5. “He worked hard.” He understood the value of a hard day’s
work and wasn’t afraid of it.
6. “But he always came home on time.” He worked hard at his
job. But he knew when to quit for the day.
7. “He cared about people more than money.”
8. “He was a good friend.” He taught me what that meant in a
world that doesn’t.
9. “He helped others.” He looked for opportunities to
serve—especially those who couldn’t help themselves.
10. “He was generous” with his home, his money, his time, and
his energy.
11. “He made us laugh.” It was always fun to spend time with
him.
12. “He loved to read.” He read for work, for pleasure, and
for self-improvement.
13. “He loved life.” He cherished all the moments of life—the
big ones and the little ones.
14. “He always had great hope.” His hope was new, it was
alive, and it was lasting.
15. “He had our best in mind.” We were disciplined, but it

never felt motivated by anger, only love.
16. “He was proud of us.” He told us often.
17. “But he pushed us to improve.” He parented out of love and
a genuine desire for us to succeed.
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