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The U.S. government’s so-called “pinpoint” drone strikes in
Pakistan and Yemen are, in fact, leaving wide perimeters of
death, as people on the Kill List are targeted—and even
reported dead—again and again, according to a report published
Monday by the UK-based charity Reprieve.
While drone attacks and their victims are kept secret by the
U.S. military and government, Reprieve compiled public
information available, most of it from media reports and the
Bureau of Investigative Journalism, to determine who actually
died when the U.S. went after individuals in Yemen and
Pakistan between November 2002 and November 2014.

The study examines the cases of 41 people included on a Kill
List—a classified U.S. assassination program personally
approved by President Obama with no judicial or public
oversight. According to the report’s findings, up to 1,147
unnamed people were killed in pursuit of these 41 known
individuals.
Furthermore, each of these 41 men was reported killed multiple
times.
“This raises a stark question,” states the study. “With each
failed attempt to assassinate a man on the Kill List, who
filled the body bag in his place? In fact, it is more accurate
to say ‘body bags’: many other lives are sacrificed in the
effort to erase a name from the Kill List.”
Drone bombings of 24 men in Pakistan included on the Kill List
led to the deaths of 874 people, 142 of them children. Each of
these 24 men were reported killed by the press multiple times,
and only six of them are known to have died in strikes.
One victim was 8-year-old Noor Syed, who was killed along with
30 other people by a February 2009 U.S. drone bombing in
Makeen, South Waziristan in Pakistan. The attack that took the
child’s life was supposedly targeting Baitullah Mehsud,
allegedly of the Pakistani Taliban. According to press reports
compiled by Reprieve, the February bombing was at least the
second attempt to assassinate Mehsud, who was eventually
killed after at least five attempts on his life.
“How can the U.S. invade our homes while we are sleeping and
target our children?” Noor’s grandfather asked a reporter
following the child’s funeral.
In Yemen, 17 men were targeted and reported dead multiple
times each, resulting in a total of 273 people killed, at
least seven of them children.
The data contradicts repeated claims by the U.S. government,

including a statement by President Obama in 2012, in which he
declared, “I want to make sure that people understand:
actually, drones have not caused a huge number of civilian
casualties. For the most part they have been very precise
precision strikes against Al Qaeda and their affiliates.”
However, the report exposes just a fraction of the lives lost
to the U.S. drone program, as it does not include people who
are targeted only once, nor drone strikes that do not target
specific, known people. Furthermore, Katherine Oshea,
spokesperson for Reprieve, toldCommon Dreams that U.S. secrecy
presented an obstacle to investigators.
“We need more transparency on the drone program,” said Oshea.
“Innocent victims of it are hearing one thing from the
administration and seeing another thing with their own eyes.”
According to estimates from the Bureau of Investigative
Journalism, up to 4,404 people have been killed in as many as
486 drone strikes (some possibly not by the U.S.) in Pakistan
and Yemen between 2004 and 2014. The conservative Council on
Foreign Relations reportsthat 500 “non-battlefield targeted
killings,” meaning U.S. drone strikes outside of Iraq and
Afghanistan, have killed an estimated 3,674 people, 473 of
them civilians.
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