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The North Dakota Access Pipeline protests rage on. The latest
comes today when a Dakota Access company resumed construction
of its pipeline that is said to run under the Missouri
River after requests from Army Corps were ignored to wait as
they assess re-route options.

The protesters call themselves water protectors. The Missouri
is their main source of water and they are protecting the
land, water, and air of ancient native burial grounds. Camps
formed back in April and protests began in August. Members of
the Sioux Indigenous tribe of Standing Rock are going up

against Energy Transfer Partners, the oil company looking to
finally complete the last 2000km of a pipeline running through
4 different states (Illinois, Idaho, South Dakota, North
Dakota). This whole project has $3.8B invested in it from 17
national banks and a host of other investors.
But, there seems to be a bigger issue at stake here, one we’ve
seen many times in the past but never confronted head on. That
is, corporate interests and profits taking precedence over the
health and well-being of the people and the land.
“When will we realize that we cannot eat money?” I saw on
someone’s status today. It alludes to the fact that the people
at Standing Rock are fighting (quite literally) for basic
human rights, but because that interferes with Energy Transfer
Partners plans, all those rights go out the window. The police
are outfitted in a lot of heavy gear. Morton county has has a
HUGE boost in equipment with new militarized cars, LRAD (sound
technology), mace, rubber bullets, batons, and a host of other
‘toys’ they definitely did not have before. I’m pretty sure
they didn’t rent this stuff from somewhere. In the next few
weeks we will be submitting a public records request to follow
the money and determine who exactly was providing the police
with all this highly sophisticated technology they are using
on peaceful protesters.
The people are fighting to be heard. To be recognized as
having legitimate concerns. The bulldozing of the land is a
metaphor for the bulldozing of the hearts of the people there.
This is everyone’s fight. No longer can we allow the
corporations to run rampant and do whatever they want, when
they want, and who they want to. There must be more attention
placed on this issue. More pressure applied to those we must
hold accountable for the harm they are doing and will do to
the people and the land.
[Read more here]
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